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SUBJ: GOM PLANS FOR MULTIONATIONAL STEEL PROJECT IN TEHUANTEPEC 

1. SUMMARY: AS REPORTED IN MEXICO CITY PRESS, MEXICO 
OFEERED CUBA A ROLE IN A NEWLY UNVEILED IRON AND STEEL 
PROJECT SUPPOSEDLY TO BE LOCATED IN MEXICO'S ISTHMUS OE 
TEHUANTEPEC. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOLLOWING A PATTERN THAT THE ECHEVERRIA GOVERNMENT BEGAN 
WITH VENEZUELA AND JAMAICA, NAMELY FORMING MULTINATIONAL 
JOINT INDUSTRIAL VENTURES WITH OTHER LATIN AMERICAN AND 
CARIBBEN GOVERNMENTS, PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA PROPOSED THAT 
CUBA JOIN MEXICO, AS WELL AS VENEZUELA AND PERU, IN A NEW 
INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX TO BE LOCATED IN MEXICO'S ISTHMUS OF 
TEHUANTEPEC. CUBAN PRIME MINISTER CASTRO’S INITIAL REACTION 
APPEARS TO ONE OF INTEREST, NOTING THAT CUBA RELIES 

HEAVILY ON IMPORTED STEEL FOR ITS INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT. 
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3. EMBASSY COMMENT: MEXICO AND VENEZUELA HAVE TOSSED 
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THE IDEA FOR SUCH A COMPLEX AROUND, MOSTLY AT MEXICO'S 
PRODDING, BUT ACCORDING TO VENEZUELAN EMBASSY SOURCE 
THERE DOESN'T APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN MUCH ENTHUSIASM ON 
VENEZUELAN SIDE FOR SUCH A PROJECT TO BE LOCATED CN 
MEXICO, ALSO, IT APPEARS THE VENEZUELAN EMBASSY IN 
MEXICO IS NOT AWARE OF SUCH A PROJECT INCLUDING CUBAN 
PARTICIPATION. THE ISTHMUS, OTHER THAN ITS PROXIMITY 
TO THE CARIBBEAN AND BOUNTIFUL SUPPLIES OF PETROLEUM, 
DOES NOT APPEAR TO EXHIBIT ANY OF THE NATURAL 
ADVANTAGES, I.E. NEARNESS TO NATURAL RESOURCES OR 
MARKETS, THAT DESIGNERS OF STEEL COMPLEXES NORMALLY 
LOOK FOR. 

JOVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, JOINT VENTURES, STEEL PLANTS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 AUG 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975MEXICO07416 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750288-0860 
From: MEXICO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750836/aaaabezx.tel 

Line Count: 74 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10 SEP 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <05 NOV 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOM PLANS FOR MULTIONATIONAL STEEL PROJECT IN TEHUANTEPEC 
TAGS: EMIN, EIND, MX, CU, VE, PE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



